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Ci must mean that Impey hanged Nuncomar in order to
" support Hastings."

The argument founded on this letter appears to me to
be worthless. The exact date of the letter is not given
by Mr. Gleig, but it must have been written in 1780, at
the height of the contest between the Governor-General
and Council and the Supreme Court to which it relates.
The full phrase is lccl feel an injury done me by a man
ce for whom I have borne a sincere and steady friendship
" during more than thirty years, and to whose support I
"was at one time indebted for the safety of my fortune,
" honour and reputation, with tenfold sensibility. And
"under every consciousness of the necessity which has
" influenced my own conduct and the temper with which
ec I have regulated it, I am ready to pass the most painful
" reproaches on myself on the least symptom of returning
" kindness from him." There is much more to the same
purpose. It is remarkable that a passage to the same
effect appears in a letter from Impey to Dunning in
March, 1780. Impey says, " The power which is exerted
ic against me would not have existed in the hands in
" which it is if I had not helped to keep it there, and it
" was used against me at the time when I was living, in
" all appearance, in the utmost confidence of familiarity
" with the possessor of it." . . . " This has hurt me
" much more than any anxiety which I felt during all the
" time that I knew Ciavering was endeavouring to ruin
"me in England/' Is this the language of two
murderers about each other ? Would one such wretch
look back with affectionate regret to the happy time
when by the hand of the other he assassinated their
common victim ? Would he say of him to a common

1 II. 255.        :